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Interview with Mrs. Chen from Ta Alley No. 63
1. Were you born and raised in Fuzhou? In which area? Where are your parents and ancestors from? What was the house you grew up in like?
(What was the surrounding neighborhood like? What are your childhood memories of Fuzhou?)
Answer: I was born in Wenru Alley of the Sanfang Qixiang area, where my entire family has lived for generations. (From my great-grandfather to my grandson, there are six generations in total.) The house I grew up in had several connected courtyards. The neighborhood children would play games like hopscotch, slingshots, and tag in the alleys. Back then, every household’s doors were always open, and the streets were always bustling with people.
2. How has Sanfang Qixiang influenced you?
Answer: Our neighborhood had very harmonious relationships. Sometimes, when visiting friends, if they were still having a meal, their parents would invite us to join them. Many people know that Sanfang Qixiang was once home to many well-known historical figures who greatly influenced us. Our family lived in the former residence of Zhang Jing. (Reference: "Ming History": Zhang Jing was unjustly executed despite his achievements, and for decades, the southeast suffered greatly due to malicious slander against him. Could such treachery ever be forgiven!) The neighborhood’s cultural atmosphere also influenced us a lot. Whenever tourists would ask for directions, we’d tell them about the alleys and sometimes even participated in introducing and explaining Sanfang Qixiang.
3. What kind of relocation arrangements were provided for the residents? How did it go?
Answer: Initially, there were over 15,000 original residents here, but now only seventy or eighty households of original residents remain. During the relocation, a total of over 159 protected sites were designated, and people living in those areas had to move out and be allocated new housing. Those of us with house deeds were allowed to stay. While most people chose to leave, we chose to stay.
4. What is the current state of management and protection of Sanfang Qixiang (and what does Sanfang Qixiang mean to you)?
Answer: I think that the protection of Sanfang Qixiang has greatly improved. The cultural heritage preservation primarily focuses on buildings. This preservation does not mean tearing everything down and rebuilding but restoring and reconstructing according to the original appearance. For example, the old wooden doors here were full of holes and damage, but they were replaced during preservation. Features like saddle-shaped walls and eaves have also retained their original elements.
5. Do you have any memorable work experiences?
Answer: I started participating as a cultural volunteer in Sanfang Qixiang in 2010, and since then, more and more young people have joined in. Our main responsibilities are to explain, recall, tell stories, and share and interact with visitors. Through this work, I’ve seen more and more people becoming involved in the preservation of Sanfang Qixiang, which makes me feel very gratified.
6. Do you have any summary and recommendations for the research and preservation of Sanfang Qixiang? Any advice for students, local residents, and people from different professions?
Answer: Sanfang Qixiang has produced renowned figures from all walks of life, like Lin Zexu and Yan Fu, who left their marks on history and contributed to the development of Chinese society. We should all aim to carry on their patriotic spirit and cherish and promote our traditional culture.

